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the scoundrels who trade on the fears of sexual hypo-
chondriacs. The flagrant advertisements from abortionists
seem to have received a check owing, we think we may say,
in great part at least, to the articles which appeared in our
own columns on the matter, but "Dr." Bell and others of
his kidney still advertise their deceptions in newspapers
and magazines and distribute lures for dupes broadcast with
the connivance of His Majesty’s Postmaster-General. Such

things should not be and the sooner that our Government
takes up the matter the better.

THE WORTHLESSNESS OF ABSENCE OF LIVER
DULNESS AS A SIGN OF PERFORATION OF

THE STOMACH OR INTESTINE.

IN THE LANCET of April 18th, p. 719, we published an
annotation in which we drew attention to the uselessness of
the absence of liver dulness as a sign of free gas in the

,peritoneum, though many still attach some value to this

physical sign. Dr. Charles Viannay of Lyons has brought
to our notice a paper which he read when he exhibited a

specimen of very great interest at the Societe des Sciences
Medicales de Lyon on Dec. 17th, 1902, and which was

published in the Lyon Medical of Feb. 8th, 1903. Dr.

’Viannay is prosector to the Faculty of Medicine of Lyons
and in the dissecting room he found a liver which showed on
the upper surface of its left lobe a well-marked impression
due to the transverse colon, a loop of which had insinuated
,itself between the upper surface of the liver and the

diaphragm. The body was that of a woman, about 40

years of age, who had died from an extensive cellulitis of
the neck The liver weighed 1320 grammes (422 ounces)
and bore evident traces of constriction from the corset, for
the upper surface of the right lobe showed four long and
deep costal impressions. The gall-bladder was hidden
under the ribs near the hepatic flexure of the colon, to
which it was attached by old adhesions. The right half of
the transverse colon was adherent to the anterior edge of

the liver, under which it was lying as far as the falciform I
ligament. Immediately to the left of this ligament the
colon turned round the anterior border of the liver and

formed a large loop which passed later over the front of
the stomach to the splenic flexure. This condition is rare,
but Dr. Viannay has discovered other instances of it.
Mauclair and Mouchet 1 described a case where the
transverse colon formed a loop between the right lobe
of the liver and the diaphragm, passing as far back as
the coronary ligament. Cohan 2 saw four cases in which a
similar condition obtained. Other instances have also been
recorded. It is obvious that such an interposition of bowel
between the liver and the abdominal wall would cause

absence of more or less of the liver dulness according to
the amount of bowel involved, and therefore absence of the
hepatic dulness can have no value as an indication of per-
foration. In the discussion which followed the reading of
the paper which we have mentioned Dr. Mouisset remarked
that the liver dulness may be absent for several reasons and
Dr. Jaboulay said that he had seen the liver dulness absent
in cases of gaseous cysts of the intestine.

THE Harveian Lectures of the Harveian Society of London
wi 1 be delivered by Dr. D. B. Lees on Nov. 5th, 12th, and
l9th of this year at the Stafford Rooms, Ticbborne-street,
Edgware-road. The subject of the lectures will be the

Tieatment of some Acute Visceral Inflammations.

WE regret to announce the death of Mr. Alfred Haviland,
M.R C.S. Eng. Mr. Haviland, who passed away on June lEt

1 Bulletin de la Soci&eacute;t&eacute; Anatomique, 1896, p. 600.
2 Recherches sur la Situation du Colon Transverse. Th&egrave;ses, Paris,

1897-1898, tome 11.

at the age of 78 years, will be remembered as having done
much excellent work on the subjects of medical geography
and climatology as concerned with the distribution of

disease. 
____

THE annual dinner of the Indian Medical Service will be

held at the Caf6 Monico. Piccadilly-circus, on Thursday,
June llth, at 7.45 P.M.. when the chair will be occupied by
Surgeon. General Sir Annesley De Renzy, K.C.B. Officers

intending to be present should communicate at once with
the honorary secretary, Mr. P. J. Freyer, 46, Harley-street,
W. 

____

Dr. J. J. R. Macleod assistant demonstrator of physiology
at the London Hospital, has been appointed Professor of

Physiology at the Western Reserve University, Cleveland,
Ohio, which celebrated its sixtieth anniversary this year.
Dr. Macleod graduated in 1898 with honours at the University
of Aberdeen. 

___

Dr. W. Collingridge, medical officer of health of the

City of London, will preside at the eleventh annual

meeting of the Church Sanitary Association at the Church
House, Westminster, S.W., on Wednesday, June 24th.

THE annual dinner of the Royal Army Medical Corps
Militia will be held on June 8th at the Trocadero Restaurant,
Piccadilly Circus, London, W., at 8 P.M. Medals and orders
will be worn.

THE CORONERS’ SOCIETY OF ENGLAND
AND WALES.

ANNUAL MEETING.

THE annual meeting of the Coroners’ Society of England
and Wales was held in the Holborn Restaurant on May 28th.
Mr. H. J. ROBINSON (Blackburn and Burnley), the retiring
President, was in the chair and about 50 gentlemen were
present.
The minutes of the last annual meeting having been

adopted the election of officers for the forthcoming session
was proceeded with. Mr. J. BRADLEY (Birmingham)
proposed Mr. Henry White (Hants and Winchester), the

senior vice-president, for election to the office of president,
remarking that the gentleman was a very old member of
their council and most diligent in his attendance. Mr.
SPENCER CLARKE (Hants) seconded the motion which was
carried unanimously.
Mr. WHITE then took the chair and in thanking his

proposer and seconder said that the experience of the latter
as a coroner went back for 40 years, while he himself (Mr.
White) had now been a coroner for nearly 30 years.
A vote of thanks to Mr. Robinson, the retiring pre-

sident, was proposed by the new PRESIDENT, seconded by
Mr. G. E. ]CouNiiEu (Surrey), and carried unanimously.-
On the motion of Mr. ROBINSON, seconded by Mr. T.
CHRISTOPHERS (Warwickshire), Mr. S. F. Butcher (Bury)
was re-elected as a vice-president and Mr. G. Perceval
Wyatt (London and Surrey) was chosen to succeed Mr.
White as a vice-president.
The PRESIDENT, in proposing the re-election of -Ir.

Walter Schroder (deputy coroner for London Central
District) as honorary secretary, said that everyone knew

something of the work which Mr. Schroder had done in that
capacity. It was to all of them a source of extreme gratifica-
tion when Mr. Schroder expressed his willingness once more
to undertake the duties of the office.

Mr. BUTCHER indorsed all that had been said by the
President in Mr. Schroder’s praise and at the same time
seconded the motion which was carried unanimously.

Mr. SCHRODER, after thanking the meeting for his election,
remarked that the report which he had prepared was some-
what lengthy on account of the number of subjects which
had to be dealt with. By way of appendix to the report he
had been able, through the courtesy of Messrs. Benholme,
the proprietors of a local newspaper at Colchester, to

reproduce an illustration of treasure-trove found in that
ancient city. The report contained another illustration
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reproduced from the Sphere by the courtesy of the Nineteen
Hundred Publishing Syndicate, Limited, who lent the

engraved block, and by permission of the family of the late
Mr. Wakley. This was a copy of an old print of an inquest
held by Mr. Thomas Wakley, M.P., by whose side, on the
left, stood Charles Dickens. Mr. Schroder was of opinion
that the inquest there depicted was held in central London,
probably in St. Pancras, and that the sketch was by George
Cruikshank, whom he knew. On several occasions that
artist attended inquests held by the late Dr. Lankester and
Dr. Hardwicke and it was quite possible that he was present
at some held by Mr. Wakley.

Mr. Perceval Wyatt was then re-elected honorary treasurer
and some vacancies on the council were filled.
Mr. SCHRODER, the honorary secretary, moved the

following addendum to Rule 1 of the society :-
And that coroners and deputy coroners outside England and Wales

be admissible as extraordinary or corresponding members.

The need of this addition to their rules was, he said, to
enable coroners in other parts of the empire and elsewhere
to join the society as corresponding members ; any coroner in I
Ireland, for instance, who might wish to join them could do I
so in this way. The motion was seconded by the coroner of z,
Rochester and carried unanimously.
The meeting then proceeded to consider the council’s

report.
On the motion of Dr. AMBROSE, seconded by Mr. J. BELL,

the subjoined motion was carried:-
That this annual meeting of the Coroners’ Society desires to call

attention to the present unsatisfactory state of the law dealing with
the provision of places for the holding of inquests and the performing
of post mortem examinations and requests the council to approach the
Home Secretary on the matter.
The meeting closed with votes of thanks to the honorary

secretary and the honorary treasurer for their services during
the past year. 

-

ANNUAL BANQUET.
The annual banquet of the society took place on the same

evening. The President was in the chair and a large number
of coroners and guests were present.

After the loyal toasts had been duly honoured Mr.
BUTCHER gave "The Houses of Parliament," the toast

being acknowledged for the House of Lords by Lord
MoNEBWELL, chairman of the London County Council, in a
humorous speech. Mr. LUKE WHITE, who responded for
the House of Commons and is himself a coroner, dwelt

upon the part played by coroners in the securing of domestic
legislation and in promoting the interests of the poorer
classes.

" The Imperial Forces " was proposed by Mr. 1. BRADLEY,
coroner for Birmingham, who remarked upon the voluntary
character of the services rendered by the Imperial forces
and paid a special tribute to the work and character of the
police. This toast was responded to by Major READ.

Mr. MAOMORRAN, K.C., in proposing " The Coroners’
Society," observed that the society was established in
1846 to protect and to further the interests of coroners.

But since then its scope had been very much enlarged
and not only had it been the means of helping to raise the
status of the coroner largely in public esteem but it had
done good work in the interests of the people and was
now a real power in this kingdom, its advice being often
sought and the voice of the society having weight in

influencing legislation in many ways. He also remarked
that, at all events in London, inquests were rarely held as
of old in public-houses, but that coroners’ courts, mortuaries,
and post-mortem rooms had been provided by the county
council and local authorities which had long been suggested
and urged by the society. He gave The Coroners’ Society,
long may it prosper." 

"

The PRESIDENT, in replying, said that in no other
case did more depend upon the man and less upon the
office than in that of a coroner ; for a coroner had Ito exercise much tact and to show great judgment in

discharge of the various difficult duties which fell to his I
lot. He referred to their relations with the poorer classes
of His Majesty’s subjects, to the services that coroners
were able to render in assisting in bringing about

legislation of benefit to them, and to the many cases of
sorrow and sadness which came before them and in some
of which they were able to give balm and comfort in
times of deep distress. In concluding he remarked that
he thought that inquests held in public-houses would soon
be a thing of the past.

The health of the retiring President, Mr. Robinson, was
then proposed and suitably acknowledged.
The toast of I 1 0 lar Guests " was given from the chair in

cordial terms and briefly responded to by Sir A. de RUTZEN.
"The Officers of the Society" coupled with the name

of the honorary secretary, was the last toast, in proposing-
which the PRESIDENT referred to the pleasure it gave
the members that Mr. Perceval Wyatt should retain the
treasurership in addition to the vice-presidency to which
he had that day been elected. The services which Mr,
Schroder had rendered to the society were much appreciated,
and it was a matter of great gratification to him personally
and to the members generally that Mr. Schroder had con-
sented to continue as their secretary.
Mr. SCHRODER, in replying, said that it was with some

diffidence that last year he took office, as he had little

spare time at his disposal, and especially as he had
not the advantage of being either a medical or a legal
man, to say nothing of the combination of both law and
physic possessed by many coroners in the present day. How-
ever, favouring circumstances of many years of coroner’s
work had enabled him to gain a somewhat extensive

experience of the law and practice of the coroner’s court
which had served him in good stead and he was glad to find
had proved useful to others. He had long recognised that
reforms in the coroner’s court might be made with beneficial
effect to meet the changing condition of the times and to
insure greater uniformity in practice and with advantage to
the public interests. His desire was to help forward any
such movement and in using his endeavours to that end he
felt sure that he would thereby assist in maintaining the
dignity and honour of the office of coroner. He would

always be pleased to do all he could for the benefit of the

society.
The pleasure of the evening was enhanced by some

excellent vocal music.

ARMY MEDICAL DEPARTMENT REPORT
FOR 1901.

THE Army Medical Report for 1901 has just been issued.
In addition to the usual statistical returns and statements

regarding the health and sanitary condition of the troops
serving at the various stations and commands at home and
abroad it contains a report on the Progress of Hygiene
for the year 1901-02, by Major R. H. Firth, R.A.M.C., pro-
fessor of military hygiene in the Medical Staff College,
London ; a list of Operations with Notes on the more
interesting Operation Cases and Remarks on the Work in the
Surgical Division of the Royal Victoria Hospital, Netley,
during the year 1901-02, by Colonel W. F. Stevenson, C.B.,
R.A.M.C., the professor, and Lieutenant-Colonel W. Dick,
R A.M.C., assistant professor, of military surgery at the

Army Medical School; and a Report on the Medical History
of the China Campaign of 1900-01.
To begin with the excellent prefatory summary state-

ment as to the health of the troops at home and abroad we
may usefully refer to some of the more salient points
presented.
The average strength of the European troops, exclusive of

those in South Africa, in 1901 was 196,796 warrant officers,
non-commissioned officers, and men. The total number of
admissions to hospital was 172,908 and the total deaths were
1762. The admissions represent a ratio of 878 6 per 1000 of
strength ; the deaths one of 7’-70 per 1000 on a strength of
228,816, which includes detached men not shown in the
returns received.
As regards the troops serving in the United Kingdom

there is nothing which strikes us as calling for special
remark. The admission and constantly sick rates were

higher and the mortality rate was lower than in 1900. There
were 157 admissions to hospitals and 39 deaths from enteric
fever. An outbreak of that fever at Portland was supposed
to be due to the mingling of returned South African con-
valescents ’with young soldiers in their barrack grooms, con.
ditions which it need scarcely be said were soon remedied.
At Gibraltar the health of the troops was favourable as

compared with 1900. There were less enteric fever and a
marked decline in the admission rate for venereal disease.
In the Malta command, which included Crete, the admis-
sion, mortality, and constantly sick rates were slightly


